
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council 
Monday, September 14, 2026 at 7:00 PM 

 
Members present: Sander, Schneider, Leach, Prokosch, Lingl 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Sander. 
A motion was made by Prokosch and seconded by Leach to authorize payment of the claims and to approve 
the minutes from the last regular and special meeting. Passed unanimously. A motion was made by Prokosch 
and seconded by Leach to approve a land use permit for Don McDowell (fence). Passed unanimously. 
 
Law  Deputy Jaques reviewed the quarterly law enforcement report with the Council. City ordinance  
Enforcement violations are currently being integrated into the State system. Once completed, tickets issued 

will be processed and paid through the State of MN making enforcement easier. Some blight 
property violators will be issued tickets. The property located at 105/115 South Main Street will 
be inspected on October 1st for compliance with the injunction order to stop residing on the 
main floor of the property. The nuisance violation in the alley behind the business will be 
addressed at that time also.   

 
Ordinance The Council was presented with a draft of the smoke free parks and recreation areas  
229  ordinance. Rose Erickson, Renville County Public Health, was present to answer questions the 

Council may have on the ordinance regarding smoke free parks and recreation areas within the 
city limits.  

 
Lion’s Park The price to connect the bathroom to the sewer system will cost about $15,000 at the  
Bathroom way-side rest. The Lion’s Club is now looking for another place to install the bathroom/storm 

shelter. Possible locations discussed were the Main Street Park and the ballpark complex.  
 
Public  Maintenance Supervisor Thompson reviewed his monthly report with the Council. Items  
Works discussed were: water line at the Lion’s way-side rest, ballpark sprinkler system, scales at the 

water treatment plant, crack sealing/seal coating streets, and closing the splash pad for the 
season. There were issues with the lift station pumps due to an undershirt getting caught in the 
pump and resulting in the system to fail. Residents are reminded to only flush human waste and 
toilet paper!  

 
USDA Loan A motion was made by Lingl and seconded by Leach to approve the early pay off the USDA Loan  
Payoff  for property located at 199 South Main Street. Passed unanimously. 
 
Fund   A motion was made by Lingl and seconded by Schneider to approve the transfer of $35,000  
Transfer from the Debt Service Fund 2024A Tax Abatement Bonds to Debt Service Fund 2018A GO 

Improvement Bonds. Passed unanimously. 
 
Website  A motion was made by Lingl and seconded by Prokosch to approve the website contract with  
Contract our current provider for an additional 4 years.   Passed unanimously. 
 
Resolution  The preliminary budget was discussed and includes a 3% COLA increase and an increase of $2  
4-26  per hour for the part time/on call staff. A motion was made by Lingl and seconded by Schneider 

to approve Resolution 4-26, Adopting Proposed 2027 Budget and Payable 2027 Levy. Passed 
unanimously. 

 
 



Fire   A motion was made by Lingl and seconded Schneider to accept a grant in the amount of  
Department $10,000 from State Farm and the National Volunteer Fire Council for the purchase of hoses and 

nozzles for the fire department. Passed unanimously. A motion was made by Prokosch and 
seconded by Leach to approve the purchase of hoses and nozzles in the amount of $9998.00 
plus shipping for the fire department. Passed unanimously.  

 
Accept  A motion was made by Prokosch and seconded by Leach to accept an anonymous donation of  
Donations $5,787.35 for the ballpark complex softball project. Passed unanimously. A motion was made by 

Schneider and seconded by Leach to accept a donation of $2000 from Norfolk Township for the 
fire truck purchase. Passed unanimously. A motion was made by Schneider and seconded by 
Leach to accept a $2500 donation from Melville Township for the fire truck purchase.  Passed 
unanimously.  A motion was made by Prokosch and seconded by Leach to accept a $5000 
donation from S. J. Jacobs and Sons for fire equipment. Passed unanimously.  

 
October  The Council discussed not having a meeting in October due to multiple Council members not  
Meeting able to attend. A motion was made by Lingl and seconded by Prokosch to cancel the October 

meeting. Passed unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned. 
Tracey Ahl, City Administrator 


