Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
August 10, 2015 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Erickson, Hansen, Sander, Wolff
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Erickson.
A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Wolff to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and a land use permit for Matt Rham (manufactured home with deck and attached garage and separate detached garage).

Open Forum	The Renville County Ag Society is asking permission to block off 6th Street by the Park on August 21st for the annual County Fair car show, and has gotten approval from the homeowner of 531 South 6th Street to do so.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Sander to approve the request.  Passed unanimously.

Safe Routes to 	The “Safe Routes to School” Design Team has met and are proposing a No Parking zone
School 	on Ash Avenue, via yellow paint striping and moveable “Buses Only – Do Not Enter” signs to be placed on the street when buses are present.  There are safety concerns with kids crossing Hwy. 212; however, MnDOT will not approve any new paint, lighting or signage at this time.  The Sheriff’s Department has been asked to have more police presence before and after school.  There was also discussion about placing temporary bollards on a Main Street crossing and hiring MMDC to help with a traffic safety study.  The SHIP initiative currently has $2000 available for “Safe Routes to School” projects.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Wolff to approve the paint striping and signs for Ash Avenue.  Passed unanimously.

Disc Mower	The City’s JD 265 disc mower is in need of repairs estimated at $2854.  The cost for a similar new disc mower, minus trade-in, would be around $8808.  The mower is used to cut grass around the ponds and in road ditches, approximately once a month.  A motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Sander to have Kibble Equipment repair the mower.  Passed unanimously.

Water Control	A bid of $8286.00 was received from Automatic Systems Co. to update the Downtown Water Treatment Plant control system to allow remote access via laptop computers, smart phones or tablets.  It was felt that the estimate was high and the City should check with local technology experts for a second opinion.


Park Bench	The Council has not allocated a location for the sixth park bench that was purchased, and the BOLD Baseball Association is requesting that it be placed at the ball park.  A motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Hansen to donate the final park bench to the Baseball Association for use at the ball park.  Passed unanimously.

Prairie View Trail	The Prairie View Trail Association is requesting the City’s support in designating the proposed trail between Bird Island and Olivia as a regional trail, which will help the project when applying for construction grant funds.  A motion was made by Sander and seconded by Hansen to adopt Resolution 10-15, supporting regional trail designation.  All voted in favor except Wolff who was opposed.

Olivia Legion	The Olivia Legion Post #186 is requesting a temporary on sale liquor (not 3.2 beer) license for sale of liquor during the Fair.  State Liquor Control has already approved the license.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Sander to approve the license.  Passed unanimously.

Legislator of 	The City Council recognizes and congratulates Senator Lyle Koenen for being selected as
Distinction 	the League of MN Cities 2015 Legislator of Distinction for his actions and leadership on issues important to cities.

2016 Budget	The City Council reviewed and discussed the proposed 2016 budget and levy.  The EDA Board is recommending an additional $5200 to continue the “shop locally” campaign throughout 2016.  With this addition, the total proposed levy for 2016 would be $446,934, or a 1.35% increase from 2015.  The final proposed budget/levy will need to be approved at the next meeting.

Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator
