Minutes of the Public Hearing to discuss proposed improvements to 13th Street
July 13, 2015 at 7:00 PM

Council members present: Erickson, Engelmann, Sander, Wolff
Mayor Erickson opened the public hearing.
The hearing was called to receive public input on the proposed improvements to 13th Street, from Highway 212 to Grove Avenue, by bituminous surfacing, curb & gutter construction and water/sewer stub-outs.  David Palm, Bolton & Menk, Inc., summarized background information, project scope, estimated costs & assessment rates and a tentative project schedule for the proposed improvements.  The City was awarded a $434,900 LRIP grant for the curb & gutter and bituminous surfacing.  If the construction costs run over budget, the City would have to make up the difference; if under budget, the grant program only reimburses for the actual cost.  As there were no comments or questions from the public, the hearing was adjourned at 7:15 PM.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
July 13, 2015 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Erickson, Engelmann, Sander, Wolff
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Erickson.
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes from the last regular meeting and land use permits for Bob Zuhlsdorf (move in garage) and Wade Zimmerman (garage).  Passed unanimously.

Open Forum	Mike and Lottie Nolting were present to request the City’s assistance with trimming bushes/trees that are intruding onto their property from the vacant lot at 960 Grove Avenue.  The City cannot go on private property to trim trees/bushes unless they are diseased.  Staff can trim the tree on the boulevard.  It was suggested that Noltings have their property surveyed to know exactly where their property line is, and to contact the County Assessor to find out who currently owns the property at 960 Grove Avenue.  Noltings can then trim any branches/brush that overhang on their property.

Resolution 9-15	A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Sander to adopt Resolution 9-15, ordering the 13th Street improvements (bituminous surfacing, curb & gutter, stub-outs) and preparation of plans and specifications by Bolton & Menk, Inc.  Passed unanimously.

Storm Water Pump	The Council again discussed the possibility of purchasing a 1400 gpm storm water pump from Quality Flow Systems at a cost of $25,760.  The pump will allow for better maintenance of the system and for quicker lowering of the water in the retention basin.  Even with the purchase of the new pump, there are no guarantees that houses will not get water in their basements during large rainfall events.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to approve purchase of the storm water pump.  Passed unanimously.

Law Enforcement	Deputy Dennis Fiebelkorn was present to review the second quarter contract hours and
Issues 	activities.  Regarding unlicensed vehicles on private property, Deputy Fiebelkorn will make personal contact with those property owners who remain noncompliant, urging them to move the vehicle or get it licensed.  If not, $100 citations will be issued.  Properties which received letters for nuisance ordinance violations are making progress with clean-up.  It was decided that letters be sent to property owners thanking them for the work completed thus far, asking them to continue abatement of nuisances, and reminding them of continuing monitoring of their properties.  A letter has been sent to the property owner at 860 Highway Avenue regarding tall grass/weeds violations and overall condition of the property.  Discussion continued regarding possible nuisance violations present on commercial property.  Mayor Erickson volunteered to meet with business owners to discuss the issue.  The Safe Routes to School initiative was discussed along with the possibility of a police presence right before/after school.

Rumors Liquor		It was reported that Rumors has yet to submit their liquor license renewal application,
License 	along with a certificate of liquor liability insurance for dates 7-1-15 to 6-30-16.  This information was to be submitted to State Liquor Control by 7-1-15.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to have police serve notification to Rumors that his information needs to be submitted to the City within 10 days or their license will be suspended.  Passed unanimously.  Rumors has a right to request, in writing, a hearing before the City Council to discuss the pending suspension.

Ball Park Lights	Musco Lighting System recently completed a survey of the lighting system at Lions Memorial Ball Park and is recommending replacement of all the lamps at an estimated cost of $4600.  As the School also uses the field, they have agreed to pay ½ the cost.  It was felt that installing LED lighting at this time would not be cost effective, as the proposed 1500 watt metal halide lamps have a life span of 2100-3000 hours (almost 20 years at the ball park) and are much less expensive than LED lamps.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to accept the proposal of Musco Lighting and to pay ½ the cost, or $2300, towards the project.  Passed unanimously.  LED lighting should be considered next time the lights need to be replaced.

EDA Board	A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Sander to appoint Deb Beckler to
Member 	the EDA Board.  Passed unanimously.

Island Days	Discussion took place as to what role City staff should play during Island Days events, and that no alcohol should be consumed prior to driving any city vehicle.  There was clearly some miscommunication on “who” was responsible for “what”, specifically regarding the Street Dance.  There needs to be clear responsibility of duties and follow-through of commitment.  It was mentioned that Fire Department members are city employees and are not authorized to do fundraisers.  The Fire Relief Association, a separate organization, is the fundraising entity.  It was also stated that “Old Betsy” belongs to the Old Betsy Fire Company and is not owned by the City of Fire Relief Association.

Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator
