Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
June 8, 2015

Council members present: Erickson, Engelmann, Wolff, Sander
At 7:00 PM, a public information meeting was held with property owners along 13th Street to discuss the possible improvements and assessments.  The City was awarded a $434,900 LRIP Grant for curb & gutter and bituminous (9 ton) surfacing of 13th Street.  Because of the grant funds, the City is proposing to only assess for engineering and admin costs estimated at $18.63 per linear foot.  If a petition, in favor of the project/assessments, is signed by 100% of adjacent property owners, Chapter 429 procedures would not be required.  Casey & Barb Rouse were in favor of the project and would sign the petition.  Steve Zimmerman was present and was not in favor of the project.  The meeting was closed at 7:20 PM.

The regular meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Mayor Erickson.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes from the last regular meeting and land use permits for Tom Hagen (garage addition), Nick Leach (deck), Bill Cully (fence), Maria Gaona (fence), and the Renville County Ag Society (storage shed for Sheriff’s Department).  Passed unanimously.

Resolution 8-15	A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Sander to adopt Resolution 8-15, calling a hearing at 7:00 PM on July 13th to discuss improvements to 13th Street.  Passed unanimously.

SHIP/Safe Routes	Leah Schueler and Hannah Abraham, representing Kandiyohi-Renville County SHIP
To School 	(Statewide Health Improvement Program) were present to inform the Council about the program.  SHIP is a statewide health improvement initiative whose focus is to prevent chronic disease before it starts by promoting active living, good nutrition, safe routes to school, prevention of obesity, tobacco, alcohol & drug use, etc.  Following a “walk audit” of Bird Island during Active Living Days, short and long term recommendations were made for a healthier community design.  Specific emphasis was made on creating a safer environment by the School.  SHIP has $2000 available for Bird Island to possibly use for this purpose.  A Healthy Design Team, to include representatives from the School, will be formed to address the recommendations for a healthier community design.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Sander to approve Resolution 7-15, adopting a “Complete Streets” policy that will consider all modes of transportation when designing streets and roadways.  Passed unanimously.

Nuisances/		Deputy Fibelkorn revisited properties which received notification to abate nuisances
Abandoned  		and/or licensing or removing unlicensed vehicles.  Ordinance 200 provides for a $100
Vehicle Violations	daily fine for permitting inoperable & unlicensed vehicles to remain on private property.  Discussion was held as to how the City should proceed to collect these fines, and other City Ordinance violation fines, when tickets are issued.  For those properties in which nuisances were not abated, a motion was made by Erickson and seconded by Engelmann to issue an order to comply with abatement of all nuisances within 30 days.  The City will proceed with filing a Motion for Summary Enforcement to the District Court, if abatement does not occur in 30 days.  Motion passed unanimously.

Storm Water Pump	The Council again discussed the possibility of purchasing a 1400 gpm water pump for $25,760, that would allow for quicker lowering of the water in the retention basin, but would still take 7 to 10 days to be drained.  There was some discussion that the planned re-piping was not feasible and there may be some law that prevents pumping the water out of the basin into Ditch 66.  The issue was tabled until the next meeting when Woelfel will be back from vacation.

Maintenance/		The interview committee reported on the results of the interviews held for the
Public Works Job 	Maintenance/Public Works operator position.  There was one candidate who was more qualified than the others, and the committee is recommending that he be offered the position effective 7-1-15 at Step II on the wage scale.  If he does not accept the position, it will be offered to the next most qualified candidate.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Sander to approve the recommendation of the interview committee.  Passed unanimously.

Handicap Parking	Maynard’s Food Center is requesting assistance with establishing two handicap parking spaces in its parking lot along Hwy. 212.  MnDOT will not allow signs on the decorative fencing, and since this is private property, the City can purchase the sign/paint but would need to be reimbursed.  Council person Wolff volunteered to help with the project.

Shared Services	The City received the County feasibility study for shared fire and emergency services.  The study shows that certain functional and operational efforts would be advantageous.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to pursue possible cooperative efforts with the County and other Cities in the County.  Passed unanimously.

Fair Beer License	A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Sander to approve an on-sale beer license for the Olivia Legion Post 186 for sale during the Fair.  Passed unanimously.

Island Days	The Island Days Committee is requesting temporary street closures for the following events: Car & Tractor show, Minn-e-rods, Regatta Parade, Street Dance and Saturday Park/Fairground events.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to approve the requests as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator
