Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
May 11, 2015 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Erickson, Sander, Wolff, Engelmann
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Erickson.
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes from the last regular meeting and land use permits for Allen & Vedah Fales (deck) and Paul van der Hagen (play equipment). Passed unanimously.

Land Use Permit	Ben Hillesheim is requesting to build a garage five feet from his rear property line, and the adjacent property owners, Jim & Theresa Jacobs, have agreed to the variance.  As there are utilities (cable, phone, gas) buried near the rear property line, concern exists that there may not be sufficient room to excavate, if needed.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to approve the land use permit contingent upon verification of setback, location of utilities and the presence of at least a 15’ easement for utilities.  Passed unanimously.

Smoke Testing	Woelfel reported on the smoke testing that was completed on April 28th in the areas of 11th/Dogwood and 212/4th Street.  No cross connections were found.  Staff will continue to pop manholes during rain events and will camera a line south of Island Estates in the City’s right-of-way.

Water Main Loop	Regarding financing of the City’s water main loop project, the City does qualify for
Financing 	Principal Forgiveness (grant) funds; however, the project isn’t ranked high enough to receive a grant. The PFA is offering a low interest long term (20-30 years) loan.  As more debt to the water system would necessitate the need to raise rates, a motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Engelmann to postpone doing the project for at least one year.  Passed unanimously.  In the meantime, staff will research the possibility of getting the project a higher ranking on the project priority list.

Backhoe		A quote of $2272.92 (includes mileage time) was received from RDO Equipment to
Maintenance 	service (2000 hour check up) the City’s John Deere 310SG backhoe.  Kibble Equipment is also able and willing to provide the service.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to spend up to $2000 for Kibble Equipment to service the backhoe.  Passed unanimously.

MDH Inspection	The Council reviewed the water system on-site inspection report received from the MN Department of Health.  Recommendations were made in the areas of water storage structure inspections, written maintenance & operating procedures, maintaining a valve exercising & replacement program and conducting daily security checks.

Maintenance		Three applicants submitted resumes for the Maintenance Worker/Water & Wastewater
Worker 	Operator position.  Interviews will be scheduled for a Monday night, with the interview committee consisting of the Mayor, Administrator and Public Works Supervisor.
	
Parks 			The location of the six benches and “little library” were discussed.  One bench will be
Improvements 	placed at the Sunrise Park and one at the Ranchwood Park.  Three will be placed around the two play systems at the Main Street Park, with the “little library” being installed between two of the benches.  The location of the sixth bench will be determined at a later date.  

The Council gratefully accepted Chuck Weis’ offer to repair the merry-go-round at the Main Street Park, during the winter months.  Following repairs, the Lion’s Club has volunteered to do the painting.

A motion was made by Erickson and seconded by Wolff to remove the log roll (“jaw breaker”) from the main Street Park.  Passed unanimously.	

Improvements to the skating/hockey rink and warming house were discussed.  The Lion’s Club will remove the remaining hockey rink boards and will research possible replacement materials.  The shingles on the warming house need to be replaced.  The Lion’s Club as offered to donate their time to replace the shingles with tin.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to authorize an expenditure of up to $1000 to purchase the shingles.  Passed unanimously.

Liquor/Beer		Contingent upon license fees being current, a motion was made by Engelmann and
License Renewals 	seconded by Sander to approve liquor/beer license renewals for Rumors (on & off sale liquor), Tricia’s Pelican Pub (on & off sale and Sunday liquor), Maynard’s Food Center (off sale liquor), Athmann’s Inn (on & off sale beer & wine), Island ballroom (on sale beer & wine) and the BOLD Baseball Association (on sale beer).  Passed unanimously.

Alley Closure	A request was received from Lisa Engelmann to close the alley between 5th & 4th Street and Ash & Birch Avenues from 6 AM on May 30th to Noon on May 31st for a graduation party.  A motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Sander to approve the request.  All voted in favor except Engelmann, who abstained.

Mayor Convention	Erickson reported on his attendance at the Mayor’s Convention.  Topics included water rates, ground water issues and possible funding for streets, that includes Cities under 5000 population.

Skate Park	There continues to be problems with bikes being used on the skate park ramps.  Council members and law enforcement need to be united in efforts to enforce the “no bikes” law.

Swimming Pool	The Council briefly discussed the possibility of constructing, owning & maintaining a municipal swimming pool, somewhere near the ball park.  It was noted that most city-owned pools are not money-makers, but are attractive as an economic development tool.

Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator

