Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
March 9, 2015 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Erickson, Engelmann, Wolff, Sander, Hansen
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Erickson.
A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Wolff to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes from the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

Open Forum		Information from Doug’s Lawn and Landscaping Service was submitted to the City Staff.

2014 Audit Report	Sara Beavers, Denis E. Oberloh, LTD, was present to review and answer any questions regarding the 2014 audited financial report.  It is the Auditor’s opinion that the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the cash balances effective 12-31-14, and the receipts received and disbursements paid in 2014.  There was discussion on the City annually reviewing its Fund Balance Reporting Policy.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to approve the 2014 audited financial report as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Water Main		David Palm, Bolton & Menk, Inc., was present to submit and review plans and 
Looping		specifications for water main looping improvements that would provide a second water
Improvements 	main to the water treatment plant east of town.  In order to be considered for PFA funding this year, the plans & specs. need to be submitted to the MDH by March 30th.  Because of a concern with possible water quality issues, Public Works Supervisor Woelfel is requesting the Council consider a “short loop” option that would cross Hwy. 212 by J. Berg Sales & Service.  The Engineer state that switching lines on a regular basis should help with any water quality issues.  In addition, the “short loop” would not give the City redundancy capability, and was not the plan submitted to the MDH and PFA to be included on the Project Priority List.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Erickson to approve and submit to the MDH the plans & specs. prepared by the Engineer.  Passed unanimously.

Maintenance	the Maintenance Worker/Water and Wastewater Operator job description was again reviewed, along with a job advertisement for the position.  It was suggested to amend the job description to add that weekend and on call duties will be required, and a Class B driver’s license also be required.  A motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Engelmann to approve the job description as amended, and to authorize advertising the position.  Passed unanimously.

Christmas	The Christmas Decoration Committee met and is recommending the purchase of 36”
Decorations	side-mounted wreaths on one side of the decorative lighting on Main Street, and a “Welcome to Bird Island” 18’ x 36” banner on the sidewalk side.  Along with the $5000 allocated by the City, the Lion’s Club has agreed to match the $5000, to be paid over several years.  Next year, the Committee would like to consider the purchase of “banner enhancers” to place around the 14 Christmas banners that would be placed on the Hwy. 212 cobra lighting.  A motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Engelmann to purchase 18 wreaths, banners & brackets for the Main Street light poles, contingent upon approval from Xcel Energy and verification of the hardware by Woelfel.  Passed unanimously.

Resolution 3-15	A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to approve Resolution 3-15, adopting the Renville County All-Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Passed unanimously.  A disk copy of the plan will be required.

Resolution 4-15	A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Hansen to approve Resolution 4-15, supporting a transportation funding bill that provides additional dedicated state funding for city streets, including funding that can be used for non-municipal state aid city street maintenance, construction and reconstruction. Passed unanimously.

Resolutions	The Southwest Transportation Coalition Group is requesting that communities along the
5-15 and 615 	Highway 212 corridor adopt Resolutions supporting the expansion of 212 from 2 to 4 lanes from Carver to Cologne, with building an interchange at County Road 140 and 212 in Chaska, and the inclusion of the interchange in the Capital Bonding Bill.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Hansen to approve Resolution 5-15 and 6-15, per the request.  Passed unanimously.

 Mayors Conference	A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Wolff to approve Mayor Erickson’s attendance at the Minnesota Mayor’s Association 2015 Annual Conference in White Bear Lake on April 24-25.  Passed unanimously.

Renville County 10	It was announced that the next Renville County 10 meeting will take place at 6:30 PM on March 30th at the lower level of the Renville County Courthouse Annex Building.  

SHIP Workshop	The Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) is planning Healthy Community workshops in Olivia and Bird Island on may 12-13.  Information will be disseminated to City Staff and “Safe Routes to School” Committee members.

Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator
