Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
March 14, 2016 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Erickson, Hansen, Wolff, Sander, Engelmann
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Erickson.
A motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Engelmann to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes of the last regular and special meetings.  Passed unanimously.

Ordinance 68		A request was made by Jamie Adams for the Council to amend Ordinance 68 to allow
Regulating Chickens	chickens to reside on residential properties without restriction of placement.  Ordinance 68 was enacted on 1944 and states that chickens shall not be kept “closer than 100 feet to any building used for school, religious or hospital…or to any dwellings or residence.” Since the old ordinance lends itself to various interpretations, the Council discussed amending the ordinance, repealing it, or repealing it & enacting a new ordinance.  Before a decision is made the Mayor will inquire as to the Adam’s intentions, and staff will see if the LMC has a sample ordinance.

Electrical Outlets/	A total of three bids were received for installing electrical outlets on 14 of the cobra
Christmas  		light poles on Hwy. 212.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Wolff to
Decorations 	accept the low bid of $7000 from Noble Conservation Solutions.  All voted in favor except Engelmann who abstained.  Motion carried.  Because there is not enough money left over in the 2016 budget, the Council will consider purchasing banner enhancers next year.

Pick Up Trucks	With the retirement of Schulte and the purchase of the 1-ton truck, it was discussed as to whether or not to sell the 1992 ½ ton red Chevy pick up and/or the 1998 Ford F 150 yellow pick up.  Woelfel suggested keeping both vehicles until next year and budgeting for a new pick up in 2017.  Estimates for a new pick up should be submitted during the budget process this year.

2015 Audit Report	Sara Beavers, Dennis E. Oberloh, LTD, was present to review and answer any questions regarding the 2015 audited financial report.  It is the Auditor’s opinion that the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the cash balances effective 12-31-15, and the receipts received and disbursements paid in 2015.  If need be, the Water System Fund can borrow from other funds; however, the Auditor recommends that a pay-back plan is developed.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Sander to approve the 2015 audited financial report as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Main Street		The Council discussed the possibility of having banners made for Main Street that would
Banners 	show pictures of buildings that previously existed adjacent to the road.  Rehab Wraps is willing and able to do the graphics for the banners.  Anyone with knowledge of the location of old pictures should contact the City Office at 365-3371.  A request for information will be sent to the churches in town and placed on Facebook.

Resolution 2-16	A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Hansen to adopt Resolution 2-16, approving the MnDOT LRIP grant agreement and authorizing the necessary document signatures.  Passed unanimously.


Mayor’s 		A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Wolff to approve the Mayor’s
Conference 	attendance at the MN Mayor’s Association Annual Conference on April 29-30 in Bloomington.  Passed unanimously.

Community Garden	The Community Garden Committee has met and would like to utilize approximately 10,000 sq. ft. (100’ x 100’) on property owned by the City at 121 South 1st Street for some raised beds and 15’ x 30’ garden plots.  SHIP has funds available to help with the project.  A motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Hansen to allow use of the 10,000 sq. ft. for a community garden.  Passed unanimously.  Anyone wanting to rent a plot will need to sign an operations & maintenance agreement.

Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator
