Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
February 9, 2015 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Erickson, Engelmann, Wolff, Sander, Hansen
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Erickson.
A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Sander to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

1-Ton Truck	The Council reviewed the 1-ton truck/equipment bids from Ralph Larson Chevrolet/Crysteel Truck Equipment and Nelson Auto Center/Towmaster Truck Equipment/Stonebrooke Equipment.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Hansen to purchase the chassis from Ralph Larson Chevrolet and the equipment from Crysteel Equipment for a total cost of $56,201.75.  Passed unanimously.  The City will purchase the equipment directly from Crysteel and will finance the chassis through Chevrolet’s lender.

Maintenance	The Council reviewed the current Maintenance Worker/Water and Wastewater Operator job
Worker 	description.  Some minor amendments will be made for approval at the next meeting.  It was also suggested that current policy be changed to require pre-employment physicals and drug/alcohol testing for all employees.  The advertisement for the position will include a preference for someone who holds a Class C water and Class D wastewater operator’s license.  The plan is to advertise the position and have someone hired to begin work on July 1, 2015.

Christmas	The Council discussed the possibility of purchasing Christmas decorations for the cobra light poles along
Decorations 	Hwy. 212 and for the green decorative light poles, mostly located on Main Street.  Different designs and associated costs are being researched.  Several companies are currently offering sales on Christmas decorations.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to use a $5000 donation from Alliance Pipeline to help purchase decorations.  Passed unanimously.  The Lion’s Club will be asked to donate funds for the project.  Erickson and Wolff have agreed to serve on a committee to make a recommendation to the Council on what decorations to purchase.

Ball Park	A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Sander to approve the 2015 Ball Park Complex
Contract 	contract with the school and the BOLD Baseball Association (same as last year).  Passed unanimously.

Resolution 	A motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Hansen to adopt Utility Rate Resolution 2-15, raising the
2-15 	water base rate from $22 to $24 per month, with all other rates remaining the same.  Passed unanimously.

Storm Water	Staff continues to research possible breaches of storm water into the sanitary sewer system.  The
Infiltration 	manhole at 12th Street/Grove Avenue was pulled and the plugs are still in-place.  Televising lines that were part of the 1997 project will be scheduled this spring.  MRWA has agreed to provide assistance with smoke testing.  

2014 Financial	The Council reviewed the 2014 Financial Statement.  A motion was made by Sander and seconded by
Statement 	Engelmann to accept the report as presented, contingent upon Auditor approval.  Passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator

