Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
December 14, 2015 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Erickson, Hansen, Sander, Wolff
The Budget/Levy Public Hearing was called to order by Mayor Erickson.
The Council discussed the proposed 2016 Budget and Levy, which involves a 1.35% increase in the total levy.  There was concern with the Fire Department capital outlay budget being decreased to $15,000 when much of the Department’s equipment is aging.  Department Heads were contacted in early August as to needs for 2016, and there were no additional major equipment (besides SCBAs) mentioned prior to preliminary budget approval in September.  If need be, General Fund reserves can be transferred to General Capital Projects to pay for Fire Department equipment.  As there were no additional questions or comments from the Council/Public, the hearing was closed.

The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Erickson.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Sander to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.


Ruschen Land Use	Woelfel recommended the City not approve the land use permit for Ruschens 
Permit	(60 Birch Ave.) to erect a fence on the east side of their property, because the application does not specify a setback from the property line.  Because the fence has already been erected, Woelfel was asked to locate a property pin to determine location of the fence.

Resolution 12-15	A motion was made by Sander and seconded by Hansen to approve Resolution 12-15, adopting the 2016 Budget and Levy of $446,934.00, a 1.35% increase from 2015.  Passed unanimously.

Park Vehicles		Robert Adams, 230 South 6th Street, was present to request permission to park his
Request 	vehicle(s) on the City property west of his property.  The City purchased the land from John Collins for sewer service line purposes.  There was concern with setting a precedent of allowing people to park their vehicles on City property, and also with needing to move the vehicles should utility work be needed.  Several suggestions were made previous to a motion being made by Sander and seconded by Wolff to grant access to move vehicles/equipment across the City’s land to get to his own property.  Passed unanimously.

Arbaugh Property	A request to abate nuisances present at 860 Highway Avenue has been ignored; therefore, a motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Hansen to order the abatement of the nuisances within 30 days from service of the order.  Passed unanimously.

Cemetery Board	Jim Schneider has resigned as chairman of the Cemetery Board and Paul Setzepfandt has expressed interest in taking over the position.  A motion was made by Sander and seconded by Hansen to accept the resignation of Schneider and to appoint Setzepfandt as chair of the Cemetery Board effective 1-1-16.  Passed unanimously.

13th Street Plans	David Palm, Bolton & Menk, Inc. was present to review the 90% complete plans for the 13th Street utility and street improvement project.  Location of water/sewer stub-outs and considerations regarding the Cherry Avenue intersections were discussed.  The final set of plans will be presented at the next Council meeting.

Hockey Rink	An update was given on the hockey rink project.  There is approximately 40’ of wall to put up yet, with painting and installation of the top board planned for next year.  Along with volunteer labor, the Lion’s Club has donated $2500 to the project.  The City thanks the Lion’s Club, and also acknowledges and thanks Jim Schneider for the use of his tractor & auger.  With the continued mild weather, it is unlikely that proper ice can be formed before the School Christmas vacation.

Dustin Lynch	Following a recommendation by Woelfel a motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Hansen to place Dustin Lynch on permanent full-time employment status effective 
1-1-16.  Passed unanimously.  Adequate training is encouraged to help Lynch acquire necessary licensures.

Safe Routes to 	To comply with the City’s Complete Streets policy, the 13th Street project will include
School 	striping on the west side of the street for walking/biking purposes.  Adoption of the proposed Safe Routes to School Plan was tabled to give Councilors more time to review the plan and its possible effect on the City.

Resolution 13-15	A motion was made by Sander and seconded by Hansen to adopt Resolution 13-15, supporting and increase in Local Government Aid.  Passed unanimously.

13th Street Lighting/	Woelfel will consult with Xcel Energy on a plan for street lighting along 13th Street, 
Storm Pump	and what is needed from the City to proceed with the process.  Staff is draining down the water in the storm pond in preparation for installation of the new storm water pump.

Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator


