Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
November 9, 2015 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Erickson, Hansen, Wolff, Engelmann
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Erickson.
A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Engelmann to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

Hockey Rink	Woelfel gave an update on the hockey rink project.  He is projecting that another $1725 in materials should complete the rink.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Engelmann to authorize an expenditure of up to $2500 in Parks Capital Outlay funds to complete the project.  Passed unanimously.

Municipal Building	A material estimate of $4326.49 was received from Country Wide Lumber to complete insulation & steel on the north wall, and all of the east & west walls of the Municipal Building.  Since 2014, $10,000 per year has been budgeted to improve the heating and air conditioning in the building.  The original boiler system will need to be upgraded soon, along with the possible addition of a mini-split system, to allow for ductless air conditioning.  Blowing insulation under the roof was also discussed.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Engelmann to accept the material bid from Country Wide Lumber and the lowest labor bid obtained from local contractors to insulate & steel the three sides of the building.  Passed unanimously.

Unpaid Citations/	Special assessments must be certified to the County Auditor-Treasurer by November 30th. 
Nuisances 	Ordinance 200, regulating abandoned vehicles, allows the City to assess any unpaid fines for collection with property taxes.  A motion as made by Wolff and seconded by Hansen to authorize that any unpaid citations for violations of Ordinance 200 be certified to the County for collection with 2016 property taxes.  Passed unanimously.  The police will be asked to investigate the properties at 510 Pine Avenue and 151 North Main Street for possible nuisance violations.  The process is currently underway with the 860 Hwy. Avenue property.

Franchise Agreement	The Council reviewed the proposed 15 year renewal of the Franchise Agreement with Mediacom.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Hansen to approve the Franchise Agreement presented.  Passed unanimously.

Fire Department	The Fire Department is recommending that two probationary fire fighters be moved to
Personnel 	permanent status and that one firefighter’s employment be terminated.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Wolff to approve the recommendations.  Passed unanimously.

Township Fire 		A motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Engelmann to approve the 2016 Fire Contract
Contracts 	Agreements with no changes from 2015 other than a $5 increase in the per section Standby Fee.  Passed unanimously.

Farm Contracts	A motion was made by Wolff and seconded by Hansen to approve the 2016 Farm Contracts with Dick Eiler (no change from 2015).  Passed unanimously.

Learning Funhouse	The annual lease agreement with The Learning Funhouse was discussed.  Since The Learning
Lease 	Funhouse is doing better financially and looking to possibly purchase an adjacent building to expand, some Councilors felt it was time to look at a minimal increase in the rent.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Engelmann to approve the 2016 lease agreement, the same as 2015, with rent remaining at $500/month.  Further discussion ensued.  The vote was called with Hansen in favor and the rest of the Council opposed.  A motion was then made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to approve the lease agreement with a monthly rent payment of $550.  Passed unanimously.
Building Code		A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to approve the 2016 Building Code
Enforcement Contract 	Enforcement Program Contract with 101 Development Resources, the same as 2015.  Passed unanimously.

2016 Budget/Levy	Further discussion was held on the proposed 2016 Budget and Levy.  The Truth in Taxation public hearing will be held at the next regular meeting on December 14th at 7:30 PM.  

Meeting adjourned.
Deb Lingl, City Administrator
