Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Bird Island City Council
January 12, 2015 at 7:30 PM

Council members present: Erickson, Engelmann, Wolff, Sander, Hansen

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Erickson.

A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to authorize payment of the claims and to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Passed unanimously.

Open Forum
Four BOLD students were present to observe the meeting and take notes for their Government class.

Law Enforcement
Sheriff Hable and Deputy Fiebelkorn were present to review the monthly call report and answer any questions the Council may have.  There were 757 calls in 2014 with an average hours worked per week of 61.25.  A comment was made that speeding through town has decreased.  There was some discussion on the cost and process of placing a trailer/sign on Hwy. 212 to check vehicle speeds.  The “Safe Routes to School” Committee discussed the possibility of placing a flashing light on 212 by the school.  MnDOT would have to approve.  The Consultant (ESCI) for the Fire Department Shared Services Study will be in Bird Island on January 27th.
Storm Water

Jesse Hopkins was present to ask what steps the City has taken to help prevent storm

Infiltration 
water infiltration into the sanitary sewer system, and to ask that the City pay to have a check valve installed in his home.  Approximately 3.5 acres of storm water behind M&W/old Oak Grove has been diverted from the sanitary sewer system, most lines have been televised and sump pump inspections are on-going.  David Palm, Bolton & Menk, Inc., drafted a list of recommendations which include televising lines that were part of the 1997 project, rechecking the mortar/plugs in the sanitary sewer and the storm manholes at the 12th Street/Grove Ave. intersection, and performing dye/smoke testing, as necessary.  Staff will follow the recommendations.  As many property owners in town have paid to install check valves in their homes, the Council was not in favor of paying to install a check valve in the Hopkins home.

1-Ton Truck
Estimates for a 1-ton chassis cab truck with body/equipment were received from Ralph Larson Chevrolet/Crysteel Truck Equipment, Nelson Auto Center/Towmaster, and Olivia Chrysler Center/Stonebrooke Equipment.  The benefits of purchasing a 1-ton pickup truck with a snow plow/sander, versus a ½ ton pickup truck, were discussed.  It was unclear as to what the total package prices were for each estimate and how the financing was set up.  Further information will be obtained before a decision is made.

Alley Snow Removal
A concern was raised regarding the piling of snow in residential alley right-of-ways.  If property owners choose to plow open the alley right-of-ways, they are not allowed to pile the snow in the alley, making them impassable.  The snow removal contractor or property owner should be notified.  

Pay Equity
The City’s Pay Equity Report is due to the Minnesota Management & Budget office by January 31, 2015.  Using current wages for each job, the City is in compliance with pay equity law.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Sander to approve the pay equity report as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Resolution 1-15
As part of the PFA funding application to secure funds for the watermain looping project, a loan application resolution must be adopted.  A motion was made by Engelmann and seconded by Wolff to approve PFA Loan Application, Resolution 1-15.  Passed unanimously.

WeGotta 5K Run
The WeGotta Committee is once again requesting the use of City streets (same route as last year) on June 20, 2015 for their 5K run/walk to take place during Island Days.  A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Engelmann to grant the request.  Passed unanimously.

2015 Mayor
A motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Engelmann to approve the 2015 Mayor
Appointments 
appointments as presented, except to appoint Mayor Erickson to replace Jeff Engelmann on the EDA Board.  Passed unanimously.
Railroad Lease
TC&W Railroad requires a $500 application fee and an annual lease fee for the City to install a watermain under their tracks.  Engineering services were put “on hold” until TC&W lets the City know how much the annual lease fee will be.

Meeting adjourned.

Deb Lingl, City Administrator

